
SUBMISSION FROM THE SCOTTISH FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION 
FUNDING COUNCIL 
 
1. The Scottish Funding Council would wish to make a contribution to this enquiry, 

responding to the question  
 

· How joined up are the various agencies that are now charged with supporting 
economic recovery? Are there examples of successful partnership working 
between, for example, SE or HIE and local authorities? How has the 
establishment of the strategic forum assisted in this regard?  

 
2. The Funding Council has been working increasingly closely with Scottish Enterprise 

and with Highlands and Islands Enterprise in a number of fields of activity. In 
particular 

 
· the inclusion of universities as one of the 7 key economic sectors has 

emphasised the role which higher education has to play in delivering the goal of 
sustainable economic growth and led to increased engagement between the 
Funding Council and the Enterprise bodies. A Funding Council representative 
attends Scottish Enterprise Board meetings and 2 University Principals are 
members of that Board. There is very regular engagement between staff of the 
Funding Council and the Enterprise bodies on a range of issues, including, for 
example, the development of the new Beechwood campus in Inverness (where 
the Funding Council is represented at Board and Senior management level on 
the newly established Beechwood Forum, chaired by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance and Sustainable Growth) and the support and development of new 
innovation projects (see below). In addition, Scottish Development International 
is now working increasingly with Scottish institutions in supporting their overseas 
activities. 

 
· the Enterprise bodies and the Funding Council have recognised that there is a 

need to ensure seamless support for projects with potentially significant 
economic impact from initial concept through to full market exploitation. The track 
of such projects is often not linear (initial idea developed in a university and then 
brought through to market) but frequently involves complex interactions between 
universities, businesses and other players and public sector support must 
therefore be managed in a way that is sympathetic to that complexity and 
available at the right level in the right place at the right time to the right people. 
The Enterprise bodies and the Funding Council are therefore working closely 
together at all stages of developing projects, supporting the creation of 
knowledge, encouraging knowledge exchange and the development of 
economically valuable products in fields such as life sciences, food and drink and 
renewable energy. The Funding Council's Horizon Fund for Universities has 
provided a means of targeting investment and the joint Skills Committee of the 
Funding Council and SDS helps provide a joined-up input to the skills aspects of 
such projects. 



 
3. The Strategic Forum has been valuable in providing an opportunity for the sharing 

of ideas and the identification of opportunities which might be served by 
collaboration between a number of bodies. A recent initiative in the food and drink 
sector, involving the Enterprise bodies, SDS, Visit Scotland and the Funding Council 
is illustrative of this.  

 
4. Relationships between different bodies inevitably have their ups and downs. But the 

Funding Council's view is that currently, the relationships between itself and the 
Enterprise bodies are strong and effective. A significant contributing factor to that is 
the National Performance Framework and, particularly the requirement there has 
been on public bodies to align their corporate planning to that Framework, thereby 
creating common objectives to which we are working and for which we are 
accountable. That creates a powerful environment for collaborative working which 
we are collectively seeking to exploit. 
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